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Top 10 Tips For School Safety

The National Crime Prevention Council offers safety tips for students, parents and teachers as
children head back to school to begin a new year. Kids face a number of safety issues in school;
more than 160,000 students miss school every day out of fear of bullying, for example, and 59
percent of kids deal with personal property theft.

Top 10 Tips
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Parents and their children should plan a route to and from school together - whatever the
child's age. Discuss avoiding hazardous short cuts that might take them out of public
view.

Kids in groups are generally safer than alone. Encourage children to walk with friends to
and from school.

Establish clear rules for play after school and review them regularly.

Children should report suspicious behaviors or threats by other students to a teacher or
counselor.

Help children learn how to manage anger effectively. Encourage the school to provide
conflict resolution training for students.

Respect others and their belongings - refuse to bully others or steal personal property.
Look for warning signs of a troubled child. Parents should listen to and talk with their
children regularly to find out what is happening at school both in and out of the
classroom.

Ask administrators about safety efforts. Do they control access to the school by visitors?
Are all visitors required to check in and wear appropriate badges/ID at all times?
Request free school safety assessments to identify potential problems and upgrades
needed to improve school safety measures.

10. Parents should get to know their child's friends and the friends' parents.
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